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NEWTOWN LINFORD PARISH COUNCIL                                       

An Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council was held virtually on Wednesday 10thh June 2020 at 7.15 

pm via Zoom. 

0155/20. Members present: 

Councillors Sue Pritchard (Chairman), Councillors Stuart Eyre, Rob Haylock, Vicki Lightfoot and Tim 

Porte. 

Also in attendance: Clerk – Hannah Shaw, Borough Councillor - David Snartt, County Councillor - 

Deborah Taylor, Interim Director Bradgate Park – Steve Palethorpe  and two residents. 

0156/20. Apologies for absence: 

Councillor Sue Greasley (Vice Chair) 

0157/20. Declaration of Parish Councillor’s personal and/or prejudicial interests on agenda items: 

There were no new declarations of interest. 

The Chairman represents the Gardening Club on the Village Hall Committee. 

The Chairman is a member of the Management Committee at Lingdale Golf Club. 

Councillor Tara Pickles represents the Council on the Magazine Committee.   

0158/20. Village Governance and Residents: 

The Chairman welcomed attendees and explained the urgent extraordinary meeting had been called to 
consider LCC proposals in relation to the implementation of an Experimental Traffic Regulation Order 
including: 

a. Proposed locations for a No Waiting At Any Time Order i.e. double yellow lines 
b. Identify any further areas for inclusion from 2019 Resident Traffic Survey 

responses 
c. Availability of external funding  
d. Consider timescale for expenditure and payment schedule request 

 
For a summary and map of proposals received, please see Appendix One. 
 
County Councillor, Deborah Taylor summarised details to date. Proposals had been suggested by LCC 
in response to recent parking issues following the reopening of Bradgate Park and to address problems 
with regards to social distancing. 
 
LCC are aware of the Resident Traffic Survey responses and have been awaiting Bradgate Park’s review 
of their car parking policy. Due to Covid-19, the car parking review had been delayed. 
 
However, proposals have now been offered due to issues arising from the high number of visitors to the 
park since reopening and the likelihood this will continue throughout the Summer with travelling 
restrictions still in place and with social distancing constraints in mind. 
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LCC have offered 50% of the cost through Government Covid-19 funding, towards a No Waiting At Any 
Time Order at locations close to the three Bradgate Park entrances. 
Some locations identified lie within the Anstey and Thurcaston and Cropston areas and would need 
discussion with those Parish Councils. 
 
Proposals would be in place for 18 months, with a consultation period during the first 6 months for 
comments, objections and further suggestions and can be implemented within one month, in time for the 
peak Summer period. 
 
The Chairman commented that a blanket ban across the Parish could not be implemented without also 
addressing the issues within the village as without doing so, would leave the village and residents 
unprotected from displacement issues. 
 
County Councillor, Deborah Taylor, suggested making tweaks to the existing proposals to include 
adding village locations identified through the Residents Traffic Survey 2019 and removing others that 
may not be required to achieve an all-encompassing plan. 
 
The Chairman queried what additional funds would be required to implement further double yellow 
lines within village areas. £8.50 per metre had been quoted. CC Deborah Taylor advised that lines could 
also be removed from the proposals to make savings elsewhere. If the Parish Council were to make 
further suggestions/tweaks, LCC could confirm a total figure based on final plans. 
 
The Chairman advised that survey results had been summarised and 17 out of 20 respondents from Main 
Street had indicated they have issues caused by parking outside of homes, in particular exiting driveways 
and restricted visibility. On Grey Crescent, white H-bar markings had generally been adhered to, 
however, some residents still had difficult exiting their driveways where there are no yellow lines present 
opposite. 
 
Following a meeting between the Chairman, Borough Councillor David Snartt and Parish Clerk, Hannah 
Shaw, the following additional areas and suggestions had been identified: 
  

1) Continuation of double yellow lines along Main Street, between the junction with Markfield 
Lane and Ulverscroft Lane, to allow loading and disabled parking. 

  
2) Continuation of double yellow lines on Markield Lane into the national speed limit, past the 
service road and up to an appropriate point. 

  
3) Implementation of double yellow lines on Main Street from the Private Road close to number 
58 Main Street, up to the junction with Markfield Lane, to allow loading and disabled parking.  

  
4) Suggest white H bar markings along Main Street, between the school and number 58 Main 
Street, are changed to double yellows, to allow for loading and disabled parking. 

  
5) Implementation of double yellow lines in three areas on Grey Crescent: outside numbers 10, 
18 and 29 (Main Street, located on Grey Crescent). 

 
The Chairman felt that the implementation of the above measures in addition to the proposals for double 
yellow lines along Bradgate Road, Hunts Hill and Roecliffe Road, would improve road safety for both 
residents and visitors to Newtown Linford and queried if the no loading ban would also include 
suggested yellow lines within the village, as this would restrict residents receiving deliveries and 
disabled residents with a blue badge, from parking outside their homes. 
 
Vehicles had been pavement parking along Main Street in the vicinity of The Linford and this had 
recently resulted in disabled residents not being able to leave homes on mobility scooters, due to the 
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obstructed pathway. This has compromised pedestrian safety, as well as road safety and has been 
comparable to Hunts Hill, where vehicles have parked almost fully on pavements, preventing pushchairs 
from passing safely. 
 
The discussion was opened up to Councillors and residents for comments. 
 
Councillor A asked how many residents objected to double yellow lines through the survey responses. 
 
The Chairman responded that one resident was against yellow line restrictions, however, the purpose of 
the survey was to establish problems residents were experiencing and not to invite comments on future 
restrictions that maybe considered. 
 
Councillor A asked if just one person objected to the implementation of proposals within the consultation 
period, would this lead to an expensive inquiry. 
 
CC Deborah Taylor advised that a valid reason of great impact would be needed to object to measures 
implemented and an inquiry would not automatically ensue.  
 
Councillor A commented that there were dwellings within the village without off road parking. 
 
The Chairman responded that there were no properties on Main Street that did not have off road parking. 
 
CC Deborah Taylor, advised that the balance of measures needs to be right for the traffic regulation order 
to work, whilst keeping parking for visitors to the village who avoid paying parking fees, to a minimum. 
The six month consultation period will be sufficient to assess the impact and hopefully, during that time, 
BPT will have reviewed their car parking policy. 
  
Councillor A asked if after the six month consultation period, it was deemed restrictions were not 
appropriate and the scheme ended, would the cost to NLPC still be in the region of £35k. 
 
CC Deborah Taylor explained that the amount quoted included implementation but LCC could advise 
on the cost for the initial six month consultation period without full implementation. 
 
The Chairman queried if a number of objections were received from one area, could lines be removed 
from that area only. 
 
CC Deborah Taylor thought this was possible and officers would collate comments from residents during 
the six month period. 
 
The Chairman asked if after the 18 month Experimental Traffic Regulation Order, a public inquiry would 
only take place if there were still unmitigated objections, to which CC Deborah Taylor confirmed this 
was correct. 
 
Councillor B commented that they too had similar concerns to Councillor A but it seemed there was some 
room for negotiation and was relieved that there was an opportunity for a longer term solution to village 
parking issues. 
 
Councillor B also commented that they would be concerned if yellow line restrictions were implemented 
within the village that didn’t allow for loading and disabled parking at a time when residents are more 
reliant on grocery deliveries etc. and without enforcement of restrictions, measures would be in vain. 
 
Councillor C thanked those who had been involved in the proposals to date and the discussion had 
already laid some fears of the expenditure and flexibility to rest. Councillor C asked to what extent NLPC 
think residents would be in support of such proposals. 
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The Chairman explained that the volume of correspondence had been overwhelming. The Clerk reported 
that comments and complaints had been received from residents across the Parish via all channels and 
each time, the same message was echoed with regards pavement and verge parking, dangerous parking, 
parking in restricted waiting bays for longer periods than allowed and concerns over lack of social 
distancing etc. 
 
Councillor C queried how many comments had been received. The Clerk could not give figures but 
confirmed there would be more than 50 separate reports. 
 
Councillor D echoed the comments of other Councillors and agreed that restrictions would need the 
support of enforcement and with regularity following initial implementation. Observations along 
Roecliffe Road, particularly from Swithland Woods entrance to Hallgates car park, are that motorists do 
not observe the No Parking on Verges signage and although yellow line restrictions may improve this, 
the use of short posts on verges would stop the problem as seen in other areas, where posts have been 
effective. 
 
Borough Councillor David Snartt commented that proposals issued by LCC were a one off opportunity 
which may not be offered again but areas around the three BPT entrances should not be addressed, 
without looking at the Resident Traffic Survey responses at inner village issues.  
 
BC David Snartt also commented that whilst suggesting yellow line restrictions be implemented further 
along Main Street, parking bays would remain and this would also help visitors to the Village Hall and 
keep parking measures balanced. 
Yellow lines on Groby Lane are generally adhered to whether enforced or not and proposals would 
improve the current parking regime. 
 
BC David Snartt reported having spoken to residents of Main Street and Roecliffe Road and had not 
received objection to the plans. The general feeling was that if the funds were available to meet the 50% 
cost, then NLPC should take the opportunity. A suggestion had also been made by a resident on Main 
Street for yellow line restrictions to replace the current driveway H-bar markings as there had been 
occasions where vehicles had been part-parked across white lines, obstructing driveways and making 
exiting difficult. 
 
The Chairman agreed that yellow lines in place of H-bar markings would be better, as they are also 
enforceable. 
 
The Chairman invited a resident to share their thoughts on the proposals for yellow line restrictions in 
the three limited areas on Grey Crescent. The resident agreed that this would be an acceptable solution 
for those residents who have issues exiting their driveways when vehicles are parked opposite where 
there are currently no restrictions in place. 
 
The Chairman responded to a resident’s question submitted prior to the meeting regarding Bracken Hill 
and asked if they felt having yellow lines in the wider parish with a greater presence of Civil Enforcement 
Officers would help. 
 
The resident responded and said the issue is when BPT close their car parks and gates are left unattended, 
leading to motorists looking for alternative parking, entering Bracken Hill to realise it is a small cul-de-
sac location with yellow line restrictions throughout and cars queue to turn around. 
Bracken Hill is the closest road to the main entrance and exit of Bradgate Park and visitors from further 
afield who aren’t familiar with the area, use Bracken Hill for turning or to look for parking provision. 
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The Chairman and CC Deborah Taylor responded by saying they felt visitors would need educating 
following the implementation of the proposals and BPT would need to promote a clear message that 
there is no alternative parking in the village or the surrounding area. 
 
CC Deborah Taylor suggested appropriate signage at both ends of the village could possibly help and a 
multi-agency approach in promoting the blanket ban on parking would also help the situation on Bracken 
Hill.   
 
The Chairman agreed and asked the Interim Director of Bradgate Park if it was known when a car parking 
review of charges would be taking place. 
 
The Interim Director, Steve Palethorpe, explained that this had been under discussion for some time. 
Various options had been identified, however, due to Covid-19, work had not progressed further. Ideally, 
BPT would like to install Automatic Number Plate Recognition cameras which was felt would be 
beneficial to Bradgate Park. 
Surveys had been carried out at all BPT car parks and plans are in place to identify additional parking 
spaces within the existing and overflow car parks, to extend the current parking provision and to enhance 
facilities. 
BPT would like to introduce all changes as an entire package for greater impact and will incorporate 
revised parking charges into this, such as early morning and evening parking rates. 
 
The Chairman commented that proposed parking restrictions could therefore, be in force before BPT had 
finalised their review. 
 
BP Interim Director, Steve Palethorpe, said that throughout the Summer months, they will make use of 
overflow car parks which have been regularly at capacity and will make use of the restricted overflow 
car park at Hallgates where there is further capacity for several hundred cars. The Hallgates car park is 
restricted to the number of days it can open.  
BPT staff will redirect visitors to other car parks and there is signage at both ends of the main driveway, 
redirecting visitors to the Hunts Hill car park where there is usually available parking spaces. 
 
The Chairman commented that staff would be required on closed gates to redirect visitors to the 
alternative parking locations and public education is key to resolving the matter. 
 
The Chairman reported on issues regarding the parking bays outside local businesses on Bradgate Road. 
An ice cream trader has parked in this location all day, every day recently, causing issues to one business 
offering take away. Currently, Civil Enforcement Officers are issuing one penalty per day.  
Social distancing of customers visiting The Park Kitchen & Deli has been affected by the apparent non-
social distancing of customers queuing for the ice cream van. 
 
BC David Snartt reported that in general, local businesses were in favour of removing the limited parking 
bays if the matter could not be resolved through licensing powers. 
Correspondence had also been received from both the Leader and Chief Executive of Charnwood 
Borough Council, indicating that plans were underway to suspend all short term parking bays in that 
area for Covid-19 street widening purposes, to assist with social distancing where problems had been 
encountered. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the cost involved in a street widening exercise would not be the 
responsibility of the Parish Council but that of CBC. 
 
BP Interim Director, Steve Palethorpe reported that BPT concessions were again trading within the 
walled area of the park at the main entrance and signage in the car parks had been installed to direct 
visitors. 
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Councillor C commented that the driver of the trading vehicle does not give reasonable consideration for 
persons using the road or pathway. CC Deborah Taylor advised that the vehicle is not causing an 
obstruction and therefore, the Police have no legal powers to remove the vehicle. 
 
CC Deborah Taylor advised that Parish Councillors may want to consider removing the parking bays on 
Bradgate Road entirely and have double yellow lines installed as part of the ETRO proposals. 
 
The Chairman acknowledged this suggestion and commented that the current issues will not be a 
problem during Winter months and is keen to keep the other parking problems separate from those 
experienced with the limited parking bays on Bradgate Road. 
 
BC David Snartt advised he would investigate the street widening proposals further as a short term 
solution but had also suggested a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for this area. 
 
The Chairman concluded that a short term solution was required but did not think that double yellow 
line restrictions should be considered at this time due to implications this could have on local businesses 
and which could result in a Public Inquiry at the end of the 18 month period. 
 
The Chairman reported that in general, there seemed to be support for an ETRO with double yellow line 
restrictions in areas within the village and surrounding Bradgate Park. 
 
CC Deborah Taylor asked if there were any areas in the original proposals that Parish Councillors wished 
to be removed. 
 
The Chairman felt that the parking bay outside the Grey Lady Restaurant is far enough away from the 
park entrance not to attract visitor parking and is short enough in length to not create a problem for 
passing traffic and should therefore, be left as it is currently. The Parish Council would also have 
difficulty justifying to parishioners, areas outside of Newtown Linford Parish, unless the other relevant 
Parish Councils were able to assist with funding. 
 
Proposals for Roecliffe Road, Warren Hill, Hunts Hill and Bradgate Road up to the Parish boundary line 
are a good idea.  
 
The Chairman also felt that the proposed double yellow lines near to Cropston Reservoir, may displace 
vehicles further down to Causeway Lane and would need consideration by Thurcaston and Cropston 
Parish Council. 
 
BC David Snartt commented that the proposals for Bradgate Road from the parish boundary line into 
Anstey is a substantial length, running past ‘Twenty Row’ and almost to Long Close, Anstey and the cost 
of this area would be substantial. 
 
The Chairman agreed and it was noted that NLPC would require final costs for proposals within the 
Newtown Linford Parish only. 
 
CC Deborah Taylor reported that LCC have offered a 50% contribution from Impacts of Covid-19 
funding. CBC had initially said they could not make a contribution, however, they have been asked to 
reconsider this decision. Other offers have been received to match any contribution made by CBC. 
 
The Chairman asked if funds would be expected within this precept year or if an arrangement could be 
agreed to spread the cost across two precepts. 
 
CC Deborah Taylor advised that LCC would need consulting on when payments would be due and 
reported having also written to the three National Trust trustees on the Bradgate Park Trust to see if 
funds were available. 
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BPT are not in a position to make a contribution at this time following the £12k funds given for the 
Bradgate Rd and Grey Crescent improvements. 
It was thought that Crowdfunding maybe an option if the Parish Council have General Power of 
Competence and the Clerk was advised to contact Jake Atkinson of LRALC to investigate. 
 
The Chairman reported that the current precept totals £51,500. Taking into account expenditure 
commitment and holding the required 6 months running costs, the Parish Council could afford £15k, 
possibly more if payment was allowed over two financial years. 
 
The Chairman invited Parish Councillors for their thoughts on the expenditure. 
 
Councillor B was keen for the Parish Council to explore other sources of funding and to request definite 
costs involved once further suggested areas had been added and those outside of Parish boundaries are 
removed. They would be in favour of the proposals if the 50% could be reduced by further funding 
opportunities. 
 
Councillor C was in favour of proposals, particularly if the cost can be spread over two financial years. 
 
Councillor D was also in favour of the proposals and was keen to explore all other avenues of possible 
funding and suggested a more detailed map to include areas added and removed and to show double 
yellow line restrictions already in place. 
 
Councillor A felt more positive towards an ETRO, particularly if LCC were to fund the first 6 months 
consultation period and was in favour of pursuing proposals. 
 
The Chairman agreed that a more detailed map of proposals was required along with final costings and 
suggested a village ‘walk-through’ with CC Deborah Taylor and Ann Carruthers to identify those village 
locations to be added to proposals. 
 
A resident commented they felt the area outside The Grey Lady restaurant should also be included, due 
to problems with pavement parking in that area which causes obstructions to pedestrians. 
 
The Chairman responded that talks would be needed with The Grey Lady Restaurant to see if they have 
any capacity to further extend their own parking provisions before a decision is made and to consult with 
LCC Highways for their advice and recommendations. 
 
All Parish Councillors were in agreement that proposals are a fantastic opportunity to address parking 
issues longer term but only if inner village locations identified are also included and would require 
increased enforcement and publicity of changes. The Chairman hoped further information regarding 
funding sources would be available for the next Parish Council meeting. 
 
Resolve: CC Deborah Taylor to enquire if upfront costs will be funded by LCC and if the cost incurred 
by NLPC can be paid over two financial years. 
BC David Snartt to make further enquires with regards street widening plans for Bradgate Road. 
Clerk to confirm details with CC Deborah Taylor and will contact LRALC with regards Crowdfunding 
and GPoC. 
 
 
0158/20. Items of Interest or for future meetings: 

Confirmation of funding offers and opportunities received to date towards ETRO proposals and update 

on progression. 

0159/20. Dates of the next three Virtual Parish Council Meetings: 
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Monday 13th July 2020 7.15pm 

Monday 17th August 2020 7.15pm 

Monday 28th September 2020 7.15pm 

 

The meeting closed at 8.15pm 

 

Signed by Chair:-………………………………. 

 

Dated:-………………………………………… 

 

 

Appendix One – Summary of Proposals for an ETRO 

Blanket ban on parking around Bradgate Park. 

No Waiting at Any Time Order (double yellows) through Experimental Traffic Regulation Order. 

No loading ban and no allowance for disabled parking (see plan for locations). 

Cost 60-70k - 5.3km of road @ £8.50 per metre both sides of road, 7.5k for TRO and expenses. 

LCC to fund 50% of cost through Impacts of Covid-19 funding. 

Implemented within 1 month from date of agreement. 

No advance consultation as an ETRO allows 6 months for comments and objections of the Order 

coming into effect. 

Changes can be made within the first 6 months. 

An ETRO last up to 18 months, after which a Permanent Order is required. 

If an objection is received and can’t be resolved and the Order is to be made permanent, a Public 

Inquiry would have to take place and funded by the Council. 

Civil Enforcement Officers do not usually patrol roads with a National Speed Limit on safety grounds. 

A risk assessment would be put in place to ensure enforcement could be carried out but there would be 

no regularity to enforcement patrols. 

Lines themselves are considered enough of a deterrent. 

Proposed TTRO on limited waiting bays on Bradgate Road to widen pavement for social distancing.  
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Proposed Map – Experimental Traffic Regulation Order  

 


