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NEWTOWN LINFORD PARISH COUNCIL                                       

The Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 13th August 2018 at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall. 

1   Members present:   Councillors Sue Pritchard, Rob Haylock, Tara Pickles, Holly Cross,  

In attendance:  Clerk Pam McMorran, Tree Warden Brian Anderson, PCSO Alistair Cochrane, BCC David 

Snartt, 2 residents 

2.  Apologies for absence:     Councillors Stuart Eyre, Sue Colebeck, Vicky Lightfoot, LCC Deborah Taylor, 

Peter Tyldesley 

3   Confirm and sign minutes of the June and July meetings.  These were approved and duly signed by 

the Chair. 

4   Declaration of Parish Councillor’s personal and/or prejudicial interests on agenda items: 

The Chairman represents the Gardening Club on the Village Hall Committee.   Councillor Tara Pickles 

represents the Council on the Magazine Committee.  The Chairman is Lady Captain of Lingdale Golf 

Club whose land adjoins the Parish land.   

5   Police and NHW reports: - This report was quite short.  The collection box on the park had been 

broken into.  It was not known how much it contained.   The two man beat team had attended the 

incursion of the travellers when they were evicted.  This had been orderly under the circumstances. 

6.  Report by the County Councillor – Councillor Deborah Taylor had sent her apologies due to a Council 

commitment.  There was no report due to the summer recess. 

7.  Report by the Borough Councillor 

Bradgate Park. 

After alerting the Director to the illegal traveller encampment at Beacon Hill and the possibility of them moving 

on. I refute the statement made in the report to the Parish Council. I spoke to the Director around 9.00am that 

morning, in my view, I gave plenty of time for action and measures to be taken to stop the encampment on Hunts 

Hill car park.  

I also notice in the report reference to my objection to the defibrillator being sited on Old John. I support the residents 

who, in my view, have genuine concerns about this proposal. I believe there is total agreement that a defibrillator 

would be an excellent addition in this area of the park, but not attached to this most well-known iconic building in 

Leicestershire. I also notice there are now references on the website to the radio communication system attached to 

Old John.  

I am still pursuing the issue raised by your Councillor about the poor repair to the dry stone walls. I have also had 

complaints about the advertising boards at the three main entrances to the park. 

Gutter Cleaning. 

I have asked Charnwood Borough Council for the vehicle that sweeps the gutters to attend to all areas of the village.  

Get Back into Netball. 
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Charnwood Borough Council  have arranged a series of netball sessions offering women the chance to get back into 

netball at Wreake Valley Academy. First session on Wednesday September 19th 7pm-8pm. More information from 

Sam Chamberlain 01509 632534. 

Universal Credit. 

Support is available for Charnwood residents who may be affected by the wider rollout of Universal Credit. The 

Department of Work and Pensions is expanding Universal Credit and from last month it will affect more people of 

working age in Charnwood Borough.   

This is a major change for residents who receive at least one of the six benefits it is replacing and Charnwood Borough 

Council has taken steps to put support and advice in place for customers. Universal Credit is for people of working 

age, not people over the pension credit age. It also does not cover council tax support which is still administered by 

the Council.  

New Look Website. 

A new look Charnwood Borough Website has been launched to improve residents’ online experience. The site has 

been refreshed to make it easier for customers to find information, make payments, request services and report issues. 

The Council hope customers find the new-look site easier to use, but the Council are interested in feedback as its 

improvement is ongoing progress.      

8.  Village Governance and Residents: -  The Chair Sue Pritchard reported that the lobelia in the troughs 

had succumbed to the weather and she would be replacing the plants in two or three weeks.  The Clerk 

reported that the sign had been ordered for the Stag and the new fencing was to be put in place very 

soon.  Thanks goes to the Bradgate Park Trust for carrying out this work. 

9.   Planning issues:  the following were discussed – Councillors comments and submissions to 

Charnwood are on the website 

            P/18/1386/2 55 Roecliffe Road 

            P/18/1515/2 15 Ulverscroft Lane 

            P/18/0974/2 71 Main Street 

Tree matters: - P181521/2 19 Main Street  update of lapsed application 

10.   Bob Bown Memorial Field: - Thanks to the work carried out by HAGS and Peter Haddon following 

the annual inspection the recent operational inspection had only revealed three items to be attended to.  

The Clerk to deal.  The Councillors voted to order a new bin as fortnightly emptying was proving to be 

insufficient.  Clerk to deal. 

11.  Village Magazine: - nothing to report 

12.  Parish Council Website:- nothing to report 

13.  Village Hall: -  The Chair in her capacity as a member of the village hall committee reported that 

Seven Trent had yet to repair the drains which were their liability. 

14.  Highways, footpaths and traffic: -  It was reported that there had been a serious accident on Roecliffe 

Road and the residents would like the Police Camera van to come more often.  Clerk to attend. The new 

battery powered VAS sign had been ordered by the Clerk.  Once it arrived a meeting is to be called for 
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the residents of Roecliffe to discuss where it would be best to site it.  The resident present offered his 

home for this purpose. 

15.  Cemetery: -  

The Tree Warden in his capacity as a resident said that in his opinion the fees charged by the current 

contractors for the levelling of graves was way too high for something that could be done in a very short 

time and the costs of this were not covered by the fees.  The clerk in her capacity as Registrar for Burials 

said that it was a complicated issue that she could not totally explain without having all the records over 

the years to hand.  Basically the graves had been purchased over many years at the prevailing rate at the 

time.   It also varied as to whether the purchaser resided in the village or by special dispensation out of 

the village.  The latter would also vary at the time of burial.  Thus each individual grave was unique and 

a much wider view had to be taken over charges.  The Chair said that the contractor charges compared 

favourably to those charged previously and she believed it worked quite well overall. 

The chair thanked Malcolm Brewin for supplying a bowser of water to enable the willing few to keep the 

newly planted trees alive.  She also said the cemetery was now looking good.  Malcom reported that he 

had dug out the car park spaces which are the requirement of the Planning Permission.  He also reported 

that someone had driven into the gate resulting in it being difficult to lock.  He will attend to this soon. 

Churchyard – The young Copper Beech seems to have survived the drought as do the trees planted by 

LCC on Bradgate Road.  Thanks goes to the Rector and a number of local residents. 

16.   Bradgate Park Trust:  The Director, Peter Tyldesley sent his apologies and report 

• Obviously the traveller situation has been resolved. I am less than impressed by the performance of the 
county council country parks management and am taking this up with Deborah. The first I heard was from 
David Snartt on the Monday morning, by which time it was too late to shut down the car parks as we had 
the public in. 
 

• Our volunteer fire watch ran for 3 weeks at Old John but has been stood down since the rain came. 
 

• The deer that was pestering people has been shot and was found to have a stomach full of wet wipes and 
plastic bags – the Mercury have picked up this story, as you may have seen. 
 

• The 3 defibrillators at Newtown Linford and Hallgates toilets and at the Deer Barns are now operational. 
Frustratingly, the one at Old John, which is the highest risk area and the place at which we had a fatality a 
couple of years ago, has been held up as some neighbours and David Snartt have objected to the Listed 
Building Consent application. 
 

• Proms this Saturday and the Folk Picnic on Sunday. Access for the former is via Hallgates with parking on 
the Deer Meadow. Parking for the folk event is on the grass overflow field at Hallgates. 

 

17.   Reports by Councillors/Clerk: -  none 

18.   Correspondence:  none 

19.   Items of Interest or for future meetings: - none 

20.  Finance:   Authorisation for payment of invoices  
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TT SC. Garden Maintenance 2 of 6    916.66 

TT EE Broadband August     50.47 

TT Peter Haddon village, Bob Bown    329.44 

TT SC Maintenance fencing at Bob Bown    350.00 

TT SC Maintenance attention to 5 graves    400.00 

TT Clerk salary August  1024.20 

TT Leics CC structural testing of lamp posts    231.00 

TT HAGS – operational inspection August 2018      72.00 

TT Cartridge save – toner for printer    135.15 

TT SLCC 2018 membership      41.00 
   

 

Bank Balances @ 08.08.2018  current account   4,653.86 

                         reserve account 54,639.44 

   

  59,293.3 

 

Print outs of the online banking statements between the 10th July 2018 and 13th August 2018 are attached 

to the hard copy. 

The meeting closed at 8.20 p.m. 

 

21. Dates of next three Parish Council Meetings:     Monday 22nd October, Monday 10th December,  

Monday 14th January all beginning at 7.15 in the small room of the village hall 

 

Councillor Holly Cross gave her apologies for the January meeting. 

 


