
 
 

NEWTOWN LINFORD PARISH COUNCIL                                       

 

The Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 22nd August 2016 at 7 pm in the Village Hall. 

  

1 Record of Attendance:  

Dr Sue Pritchard (in the Chair) Janet Neaverson, Tara Pickles, Holly Cross, Sue Colbeck 

In attendance: Mrs. L. Knott – Clerk to the Council. Mrs. P. McMorran Assistant Clerk and NHW co-

ordinator, Tree Warden Brian Anderson and Deborah Taylor Borough Councillor for Anstey 

2 Apologies for absence: 

Councillors Rob Haylock and Vicky Lightfoot.  P.C.S.O. Fiona Lacey. 

3 Confirm and sign minutes of the June and July meetings 

These were approved and duly signed with a slight amendment 

4 Declaration of Parish Councillor’s personal and/or prejudicial interests on agenda items: 

The Chair represents the Gardening Club on the Village Hall Committee. 

The Vice Chair represents the Parish Council on the Magazine Committee. 

Councillor Janet Neaverson had written to say this would be her last Parish Council meeting having 

served on the Council for almost 45 years.  This means a new Council presentative will be required for 

the Magazine Committee.  The Chair said she would be prepared to take up this position if no-one else 

wished to.  PAMc thought that there was normally one meeting per year.  As this was also the last 

meeting of Lydia Knott, Clerk for 45 years a presentation of flowers was made to both of them.  The 

official thank you will be at a presentation to be made by Councillor David Snartt on the 8th September 

at the usual Coffee and Cake in the Village Hall at 11.15 a.m. This had been publicised on the village 

notice boards and on the website. 

5 Police and NHW reports: 

No-one was available to attend the meeting from the Police.  P.C.S.O. Fiona Lacey was on leave and had 

apologized. 

PAMc in her capacity as NHW co-ordinator reported a telephone scam.  The caller informs the 

household that they can claim back some Council Tax and then asks for bank details etc.    

Speedwatch is booked for the two weeks commencing 29th August.  Councillor Sue P. said she was 

prepared to do a stint at Roecliffe Road during the second week as Councillor Cross had no volunteers.   

This would be in addition to her sessions with Peter Rose whose help was greatly appreciated.   



 
 

After further discussion about Roecliffe Road speeding problems and in the light of the fact that the 

Police had not replied to Councillor Cross’s letter the Chair said she would write on behalf of the Parish 

Council 

 Planning issues: 

P/16/0383/2 change of use of land at John Lees Cottage.  Councillor Sue Pritchard and Councillor 

David Snartt had attended the Planning Committee Meeting and spoken against the application which 

was Granted Conditionally.   

P/16/1424/2 memorial on Bradgate Park. The Councillors that had viewed this said they had no 

objections. 

PAMc said her broadband was currently down and whilst she was managing to circulate applications 

to Councillors she could not submit them to the member’s area of the website. 

Tree Warden – Warden B. A. was thanked for taking on this position and attending the meeting. He 

had dealt with several applications and been in contact with David Carter at Charnwood.  He 

expressed his concern that a resident was wishing to have a tree cut down adjacent to his property but 

following inspection he did not think it posed a threat and did not recommend it.  The previous Tree 

Warden Dr. Richard Lowe had looked before and come to same conclusion. 

Brian reported that the ‘waste land’ by the river at the end of Markfield Lane required attention 

(trimming bushes and small trees)  and he offered to carry out this work and said he would not be 

submitting an account for the work.  He was thanked by the Chair. 

7 Bob Bown Memorial Field: 

The Annual Risk Assessment for 2016 was approved and signed. 

Councillor Sue C. had met with Andrew Copson re the damaged wiring both sides of the goal on the 

right hand side of the pitch.  He would charge £150 to remove it.  He suggested not replacing but after 

discussion the Councillors thought it should be replaced in case a stray ball hit a child on the ‘top Hat’ 

and bearing in mind the school sometimes plays matches against other schools on the pitch.  His rate 

for replacing with plastic is £380.  Both figures to be subject to VAT.  A reminder here that the Council 

is able to reclaim all VAT paid.  The Councillors agreed for Councillor Colebeck to instruct Andrew 

Copson 

There was further discussion on the dog bag bin which is mainly concealed by the hedge at the top of 

the pathway.  Brian Anderson agreed to have a look at whether he would be able to move it to a more 

suitable position. 

The replacement notice board is still being considered. 

8 Village Magazine: 

Mrs McMorran in her capacity as website Administrator reported that the July/August issue had been 

too large to upload onto our website and All Saints website.  It is possible this may have been resolved 

but without broadband cannot be dealt with at present.  The September issue was much smaller but 

could not be uploaded until published in another week.  

Reminder – A Parish Council rep is required for the magazine committee. 



 
 

9 Parish Council Website: 

PAMc reported no concerns. 

10 Village Hall: 

The squash lines had been removed and the floor varnished.  Lydia Knott had now handed her village 

hall key to Mrs. McMorran. 

The Internal Auditor has suggested that the Interest on the Public Works Loan is too high and the 

Council should look for a better proposition.  PAMc had checked that Council’s can borrow from all 

banks but it was not known whether they could borrow to repay the PWL loan.  Jake Atkinson of 

LRALC is looking into this. 

11 Highways, footpaths and traffic: 

The annual 2016 Village Risk Assessment was approved and signed. 

a.  new signs at the entrances to the village – The Chair said she thought this a good idea but that the 

Council did not have funds for this at present in view of the proposed urgently required cemetery 

extension.   It was noted that Highways would need to give their permission.    The Councillors all 

agreed. 

b.  amendment to parking lines on Bradgate Road.  After much discussion the Councillors agreed that 

Councillor Snartt was looking after our interests in discussions with Highways and that the latter 

where the best people to take the necessary steps. 

c.  resident’s lights on Main Street/Markfield Lane junction 

d.  street lights – still under discussion.  Mrs. McMorran asked Mrs. Knott to try and find the plan 

which shows all the street lights and which ones were purchased by the Council. 

c.   Memorial seat from Flower Club – The Councillors found their proposition perfectly acceptable 

although Highways will need to give their permission. 

12 Cemetery 

The Annual 2016 Cemetery Rule and Regulations and Risk Assessment was approved and signed 

The Chair reported that we had still only received one quotation but two local builders Steve Lee and 

Malcolm Brewin would be submitting for the September meeting. 

Churchyard 

The Annual 2016 Risk Assessment was approved and signed.  Councillor Prichard agreed to inspect the 

Lych gate in future. 

13 Bradgate Park Trust: 

The Chair said she would like to email Peter Tyldesley about a meeting between the two of them 

concerning the parking problems and later in the year to ask him to attend the Parish Council meeting.  

She did suggest September but the Assist Clerk points out to her that she had already asked Richard 

Mugglestone on a Housing Needs Study to attend the September meeting 



 
 

 

 

14 Reports by Councillors/Clerk: 

Vicky Lightfoot had attended training.  Councillors Sue P, Tara, and Vicky had attended the Annual 

Meeting at County Hall and found it most helpful.  It was noted that Parish Councils in the future may 

well have to carry out their own highways maintenance on verges.  Thus putting the financial onus on 

the Precept as apposed to Government funds. 

15 Correspondence: 

An Invitation had been received inviting the Chair or Vice Chair to attend the Civic Service on the 11th 

September.  Neither can attend. 

16 Items of Interest or for future meetings:- 

Councillor Cross apologized for the October 24th meeting 

17 Finance:  

A.  Authorisation for payment of invoices 

Invoice No.  

002047  LARLC Chairman’s Training Inv 24/16                   35.00 

002048  Data Protection                                                           35.00 

002049  Peter Rose Internal Audit                                         300.00 

002050  P McMorran reim. Plastic files                                     2.50 

002051  Peak Cash flow(Brian Mee) Inv. 19072                   586.80 

002052 RCC annual fee                                                            50.00 

002053 LARLC Councillor training Inv. 143/16                    35.00 

002054 Plantscape – maintenance of hangers Inv. 10884     390.00 

002055 Plantscape – supply of hangers  Inv. 11188              396.00 

002058 Leics. CC. energy supply 15.16 Inv. 28180573        3731.62 

002057 HM Rev. Customs Clerk 1st qrt.                                  636.56 

002058 H.M. Rev. Customs. Clerk 2nd qrt.                              424.50 

002059 Mrs. K. Knott 5 months sal and gratuity               23,615.79 

002060 Petty Cash                                                                     100.00 

002061 Eric Langton Sextant re; A. Toone                                30.00             

  

B. Bank Mandates:  

 

Forms were signed for the removal of K. Waterfall, L. Knott, and J. Neaverson and R. Lowe as 

signatories from the accounts at Natwest Bank.  The Vice Chair Councillor Sue Colebeck to be added. 

  

C. On-line banking.  PAMc said she is investigating on-line banking.  All Councillors gave their 

approval to this.  



 
 

18 Dates of next four Parish Council Meetings: 26th September, 24th October, 5th December all 

commencing 7 p.m. 

Chair……………………………………………………26th September 2016  


